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All Hands on Deck i
Publishing the
Congressional Record

Agenda

A History of recording the debates

A Work performed by the Official Reporters
of the House and of the Senate

A Work performed by the Government
Publishing Office

A Supplementary publications
T Congressional Record Index
T Bound permanent edition




Where to find the early record of
debate in Congress

Annals of Congress 1 thru 18-1 1789171 1824
*reconstructed from newspapers and journals retrospectively
Register of Debates 18-2 thru 25-1 182471 1837
*first to allow Congress to edit statements prior to publishing
Congressional Globe 23 thru 42 183317 1873
*first reporters to use Pitman Shorthand method
*first to publish debates as first-person narrative Probl .
*first to attempt measure by measure coverage of proceedings roblems of early publications:
*first daily editions required by law in 1865 * Accuracy
* Completeness
* Bias
*  Shorthand writing invented 1840s
* Expense

* The Library of Congress Web oslingversighsfof teehede titlesyat: o f L
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/

GPQO u.s. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE | Keeping America Informed www.gpo.gov | facebook.com/USGPO | twitter.com/usgpo

Predecessors

518 GALES & SEATON'S REGISTER

1520

HISTORY

THE PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

"X'arc? 4 flg 89 March 4, 1826 March 4, 1834
nnais ot Longress Register of Debates Congressional Globe
Source: AA Century of Lawmakingo Web site
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Where to find the record of
debate in Congress today

Date Range

Congressional Record 43 to present 1873 - today

March 4, 1873
Congressional Record
(bound edition)

N :CORD.
C()\'GRESS!O.\:\L RECO!

March 4, 2015
Congressional Record

(daily edition) )
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The Congressional

AAnSubstantially verbatim acc
the floor of the House and Senate.

A Congress and the American public needs an accurate,
comprehensive, and unbiased account of floor activities.

A Note that Members of Congress can edit their

statements
Senate floor
House floor Source: _ _
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/im
Source: http://www.house.gov/ age/AllWomenSenateFloor.htm
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Timeliness of the daily edition

Printed at GPO overnight

Distributed to House and Senate
chambers and offices

Loaded onto FDsys

Electronic copy sent to
Library of Congress
and other vendors

Also distributed in print to
subscribers and Federal
Depository Libraries

Compiling the CR

A Text is compiled by House Official
Reporters and Senate Official Reporters
I Statements spoken on the floor

A Some content comes from other offices
under the Clerk of the House and the
Secretary of the Senate.
T Amendments submitted
i Reports of committees
T Public Bills and Resolutions




House and Senate Official Reporters
Phonetic shorthand systems Sample Stenographic
SHORTHAND ALPHABETS Machine keyboard

Pitman___ Gregg Pitman ___ Gregg
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: ; // ; : i Source for above and to the right:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-
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( ™H ~ /v o A pher takes a note as R

Congressman Eric Cantor speaks at a press
conference in Washington

Source:
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/to Example of a modern ?
pic/541788/shorthand#ref512828 stenographic machine
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Official Reporters Transcribing

In the
o Senate,
In the House, the Official the Official
Reporter sits in thmepofievel | 0
floor moves
Sources: around the
http://houselive.gov/?view_id=2 floor next
&clip_id=11018 to the
speaker

http://floor.senate.gov/?view_id=
2&clip_ic=1406
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Workflow of Official Reporter (Senate)

ATeam of eight Aln office, use AReporter AElectronic file
work in 15- personal ensures or 6slugld i
minute relays dictionary to transcription transmitted to
on the floor of translate accurately GPO
the Senate shorthand reflects AManuscript

intended received from
statements floor staff or
APut in proper Member staff ,
procedural and hard copy
terminology of transcription
Ashift/insert picked up by
content in GPO courier
logical place
APeer review for
Goal: to record the work done spelling,
grammar, and
on the floor and aspects of GPO Style
parliamentary procedure in the Manual
Congressional Record
\ ) L J L J L J
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GPO Begins Work

A Files are transmitted electronically
i ASCI 1 text, XML,

PDF, MS W
i Known a§‘;§t;l ugs o

A Hard copy manuscripts are picked up by GPO
messengers
T Paper, CD, floppy diskettes

* Hard copy remains
if there are discrepancies

Aking
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GPO
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Markup Proofreading

AEnsures text matches
manuscript word for word

Averifies that text
conforms to
Congressional Record
style

AEstablishes pagination
according to instructions
from the Hill

AMarks up hard copy with
typesetting codes

Keyboard

AEnsures proofing and coding on text is
transferred to electronic file

AcConverts, codes, and outputs content
received directly from other sources
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Assembling Content in the Correct  Order

Incoming
content
from the Hill

Corrections Assembled 2-3 page
from the Hill for delivery extensions
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Work is measured in inches

Newspapers record Average ni ght 6Condensed dotvn t@d daily

column length hard copy issue

\ 4

Above i January 13, 2015 issue
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Daily Digest

Content that must be included

A Submitted amendment text (Senate)
A Constitutional Authority Statements (House)

A Conference Reports i a matter of public record

T If the size of the report or schedule constraints
prevent the report from be
Congressional Record, GPO will scan a hard copy of
it and post it online on FDsys




